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Filed for intro on  03/09/98

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 569
By  Hood

A RESOLUTION to honor and commend Reverend Richard Willis
Gordon on 36 years of meritorious service as
Pastor of the First Baptist Church in
Murfreesboro.

“And I will give you Pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and

understanding.”  Jeremiah 3:15

WHEREAS, the Tennessee General Assembly is pleased to specially recognize

ministers, who serve God with extraordinary diligence and dedication, giving inspired messages

and teaching, by example, the importance of service to those in need; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Richard Willis Gordon, who has served admirably as the pastor of

the First Baptist Church, Murfreesboro for 36 productive years, is one such exemplary minister

as demonstrated through his preaching, teaching and healing; and

WHEREAS, a native of Owensboro, Kentucky, Reverend Gordon was educated in the

Owensboro public schools and is a distinguished graduate of Western High School; and

WHEREAS, after accepting the call to the ministry, he graduated with a Bachelor of Arts

Degree in Bible, from the American Baptist College in Nashville; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Gordon’s first pastorate was at the Bethlehem Baptist Church in

Utica, Kentucky; he later became the Pastor of the First Baptist Church in Scottsville, Kentucky;

and
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WHEREAS, in 1962, he answered the call to become Pastor of the First Baptist Church

in Murfreesboro, and under his expert guidance the church has grown both in attendance and in

spiritual awareness, becoming one of the most respected religious institutions in Rutherford

County; and

WHEREAS, his excellent ministry has been, and continues to be, a tremendous asset to

members of his congregation, Murfreesboro, Rutherford County and Middle Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, he is also a highly regarded speaker, who conducts successful evangelic

services in Tennessee and other states; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Gordon has also served the Lord as a valued member of the

Planning Committee for the 1989 National Baptist Conference, U.S.A., held in Nashville; as

Secretary-Treasurer and Vice-President of the United Ministerial Alliance; as president of the

Murfreesboro Ministerial Alliance; and as Second Vice-Moderator of the Stones River District

Congress of Christian Education. He was widely praised for his tireless efforts in each of these

significant positions; and

WHEREAS, he has generously contributed his time, vast expertise and exceptional

leadership as Treasurer, Vice-President and Chairman of the Executive Committee of the

Murfreesboro Chapter of the N.A.A.C.P; and as a member of the Rutherford County Guidance

Center Board, the Rutherford County Heart Unit of the American Red Cross and the

Murfreesboro Affordable Housing Advisory Board; and

WHEREAS, Reverend Gordon is married to the former Amanda Evelyn Thruston, a

retired elementary school teacher with the Rutherford County School System, who has strongly

supported and uplifted her husband in his work; and

WHEREAS, this loving couple has been blessed with two children, four grandchildren

and four step-grandchildren; and

WHEREAS, it s fitting that we pause in our deliberations to honor and commend

Reverend Richard Willis Gordon; now, therefore,
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BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE-

HUNDREDTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE

CONCURRING, That we specially recognize Reverend Richard Willis Gordon on his numerous

contributions to the public good and wish him well In his future endeavors.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


